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Pastoral Staff 
 
 

Rev. Bob Gruver ~  Senior Pastor 
Rev. George Mullen ~ Senior Associate Pastor 

Rev. Harry Jones ~ Children’s Ministries Pastor 
Rev. Matt Miller ~ Youth Pastor 
Rev. Chris Pate ~ Music Pastor 

Church Office 

Hours: 
Monday ~ Thursday 

9 AM – 5 PM 
Friday 9 AM - 1 PM 

 
 

Phone: 
(704) 983-3719 

Fax: 
(704) 982-7276 

NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

ALBEMARLE, N.C. 
PERMIT NO. 06 

at 

glance 
February 2010 Issue 

First Assembly 
P.O. Box 516 
1501 Hwy 24/27 West 
Albemarle, NC  28002 

www.albemarlefirst.org 

St
. M

ar
tin

 C
h.

 R
d.

 

To Wal-Mart 

Ju
dy

 S
t.

 

 

Corner  
Store 

To Charlotte 
Handi-Mart 

Habitat for 
Humanity 

Hwy 24/27 

C
o

bl
e 

St
. 

H
w

y 
52

 

5  
 
 

A 

Church 

10 

 
 
 

 
 

 

1 
 
 

4 
 

 

Senior Saints Pizza 
Party - Youth Room 

Noon 

7PM 
Small Group  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

7PM: Stephen Ministry 

3  

7PM 
Girl Talk - Room 102 

7PM: Bible Study  

11:30AM 
LunchBunch  

 Zaxby’s 

7PM 
Small Group  

6:30pm-8pm: Choir 
8pm-9:15pm:  Band 

NO Girl Talk  

Communion 

1:45PM: Nursing 
Home Ministry @ 

Forrest Oaks 

13 
BP Checks 

1:45PM: Nursing 
Home Ministry @ 

Britthaven 

10AM: 
Connect365 

Women’s Bible 
Study - Room 102 

10AM: Connect365 
Coffee Connection 

Room 102  

6:30pm-8pm: Choir 
8pm-9:15pm:  Band 

President’s  Day  
Office Closed 

JBQ 

6PM - 7PM 
Girls Dance Team 

Practice  
(Sanctuary) 

 
7 PM: 
Fusion  

Children’s Ministries 

Wednesday 

Tuesday 
6:30PM - 8:30PM 
Adult Dance Team 

Practice (Sanctuary) 

Monday 
7 PM:   

Men’s Prayer Meeting 
. 

Visitation Ministry 

Sunday 
6PM: 

Worship Service 
 

 
6 PM: 
JBQ  

(Junior Bible Quiz) 
 
 

Sunday 
9 AM: 

Adult, Youth & 
Children 

Sunday School 
 

10 AM: 
Adult Worship  

Children’s 
Church 

7:30AM: Men’s 
Breakfast @ Mac’s 
Breakfast Anytime 

AM: Connect365  
Bake Sale 

4PM: Membership 
Class - Youth Room 

5:30PM: Super Bowl 
Party - Almond Farm 

AM: Baptism 

Valentine’s Day 

7PM: Bible Study  

10AM: Ladies  
Intercessory Prayer 
@ Bea Cox’s Home 

10AM: Ladies  
Intercessory Prayer 
@ Bea Cox’s Home 

10AM: Ladies  
Intercessory Prayer 
@ Bea Cox’s Home 

10AM: Ladies  
Intercessory Prayer 
@ Bea Cox’s Home 

6:30pm-8pm: Ignite 
Band Practice 
Youth Room 

7PM: Room 100 
Victorious  

Overcomers 

7PM: Room 100 
Victorious  

Overcomers 

7PM: Room 100 
Victorious  

Overcomers 

7PM: Room 100 
Victorious  

Overcomers 

7PM:  
Couples for Christ 

Small Group 
Room 102 

7PM:  
Couples for Christ 

Small Group 
Room 102 

6:30PM:  
Couples for Christ 
Valentine Banquet 

Youth Room 

10AM: 
Connect365 

Women’s Bible 
Study - Room 102 

7PM: Stephen Ministry 

6:30pm-8pm: Choir 
8pm-9:15pm:  Band 

6:30pm-8pm: Choir 
8pm-9:15pm:  Band 



February is the month when we show our love for someone special. But, if we are honest 
with ourselves, we usually desire something in return.  As I thought about how selfish we 
can be, thinking only of our love need and how to satisfy it;  it struck me that our Lord 
not only desires our love, but needs our love.  We spend great amount of time in prayer 
almost begging God to show us His love. And how often it seems so one-sided. 
 

We need to hear the words of John (21:15) reminding us of His words, “Do you love me?”  
How awesome the thought that the all knowing God and Savior of the world would be 
asking us such a question.  I think He means, “ I know you love me, now show me and 
demonstrate your love for Me.”  What I have learned is that love is never satisfied with 
abstractions, it needs tangibles, like when Jesus asked, “Give Me a drink. . .” (John 4:7). 
We are inwardly always drinking from His fountain, but still we ask Him to demonstrate 
it outwardly.  So why should we be so amazed when He asks us to demonstrate our love 
to Him with action?  Think about it, a Savior needs sinners; the One worshiped needs 
worshipers; and, the Lover of our souls needs loved ones. 
 

When I was a young Christian I thought my love for God had to be proved by doing 
things, but now I realize there is so much more -  -  -  He desires my personal fellowship. 
He simply desires us,  “Just to be there for Him.”  Will you be there just for Him?     
 

The writer of  Deuteronomy 32:9 tells us “The Lord’s portion is His people.”  Holiness is 
God’s greatest requirement, but His people are His greatest delight!!!  Lord, help us to 
delight  You with a hundred ways of expressing our love for you.  Above all, let us show 
You our love by getting closer to you every step of the journey and being there  for You. 
 
      Jesus, how can I love you more?                                 

                                 Pastor Bob           
 

glance 

at 

He Needs Love, too. . . 

There are some exciting things going on 
this month in FUSION. We are having a 
blow-out Super Bowl Party on the 7th at 
Darnell and Stefanie Almond’s house that 
will be a must-come to event! With great 
food, games, friends, oh, and some 
football game too, we are sure to have a 
blast!  
 
Another exciting opportunity for your 
student is joining our FUSION Drama 
Team or FUSION Band, or both! The arts 
are important to FUSION and we want to 
grow your student in that area. FUSION 
Band practice will be at 4pm and Drama 
practice will be at 5pm in the Youth 
Room on Sundays. Check the calendar in 
the display board outside of the youth 
room.  
 
We are also starting to think about Youth 
Camp 2010, July 5-9. The cost of camp 
will be $200 and we are opening up 
payment opportunities this month! If you 
have a student interested in camp let me 
know or sign them up in the youth room.  
 
Oh and one more thing (this is just for 
guys, ladies please ignore), don’t forget 
Valentine’s Day is this month. Show her 
that you really care by doing something 
extra-special this year. 
                            
 
 

  God Bless,                   
                              Pastor Matt  

Senior Saints Pizza Party    
Thursday, February 18th  

@ Noon In The Youth Room  

I hope your new year has had a great start. 
Several very important items are now 
underway in the children’s ministry. 
 
First, we have started our summer camp 
kickoff for 2010. We want to encourage you 
to really consider whether your child wants 
to be part of “Fire Camp 2010”. We are 
going the week of Monday, July 19th 
through Friday, July 23rd; therefore it is 
necessary for us to close the date for camp 
on Monday, March 1st. By Monday, March 
1st, I will need to have received a deposit of 
$100 from each camper. The balance will be 
due no later than Sunday, May 30th. I must 
put these restrictions in place to be sure that 
all paper work is in to the district 
headquarters on time. If financial aid is 
needed, please see me. 
 

Second, on Saturday, March 13th, First 
Assembly will host the state regional Junior 
Bible Quiz competition. On that day there 
will be about 300 kids and coaches gathered 
here to compete for a place at the state meet 
in Burlington, NC in April. If you want to 
see what this program is all about, I 
encourage you to come and visit for a match 
or two. If your desire is for your child to 
learn the Word of God, come see the 
knowledge that they can obtain and retain. 
You will also be amazed how much you 
will learn yourself as you work with them in 
this program. 
 

On Friday and Saturday, March 19th and 
20th, we will be attending a “Children’s 
Worship Explosion” in Greensboro, NC for 
ages 8 years and up. There will be exciting 
workshops for your child/youth to attend. 
The workshops offered will be puppetry, 
drama, dance, clowning, face painting, 
balloon sculpturing, music/worship leading, 
and tech/video. The cost will be $12.50 and 
will be due by Sunday, February 28th.  

 
For His Glory, 

Pastor Harry 

First Assembly… 
             a place to belong 
                   a place to become 

February, 2010 

“Girl Talk” with Linda Rakowski  
Monday,  February 1st @ 7pm  

Room 102 
(No Girl Talk on February 15th) 

~ ~ ~ ~ 
Connect365 Bake Sale 
Sunday, February 7th  

after the morning service 
~ ~ ~ ~ 

Connect365 Bible Study with Linda Rakowski 
Thursday, February 11th & 25th @ 10am  

 Room 102  
~ ~ ~ ~ 

LunchBunch with Char 
Tuesday, February 16th @ 11:30am 

At Zaxby’s  
Plan to join us!! 

~ ~ ~ ~ 
Connect365 Coffee Connection 

Saturday, February 20th @ 10am 
Room 101/102 

Thank you so much to all those who took part 
in Friend Night 2010.  We hoped you en-
joyed the food, fellowship, and rehearsal.  
We hope to see you again soon in one of our 
audio/visual booths or on stage in the band or 
choir.   
 

If you happened to miss Friend Night, the 
good news is that there are still seats and 
positions to be filled. We need you!  Our 
rehearsals for band and choir are on Thursday 
nights from 6:30-8pm for choir and 8-9:15pm 
for the band.  If you are interested in running 
sound, lights, or even cameras, then come 
and see me and we will get you connected to 
our ministry.  We are always welcoming in 
new faces and even old ones too!  Hope to 
see you soon. 
 

One more thing, Sunday night services are 
great services to attend.  The band is playing 
new music, people are singing specials, danc-
ers are dancing, and Pastor Bob is bringing 
the Word.  To find out what the hype is all 
about, you need to come to the Sunday night 
services at 6pm. See you there! 
 

           In His Service,                                                                                                             
                         Pastor Chris      

Mark Your Calendar! 
 

Membership Class  
With Pastor Bob  

Sunday, February 7th @ 4pm 
Youth Room 

~ ~ ~ ~ 
CFC Valentine’s Banquet 

Saturday, February 13th @ 6:30pm 
Youth Room - $25 Per Couple 

~ ~ ~ ~ 
Baptism - Sunday, February 14th 

In Our Morning Service  
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